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Dr John Dodd
Director Maritime Safety Services

Maritime & Aeronautical Safety & Security

Inmarsat / Viasat Maritime Safety



Satellite Maritime Safety 
Reactive Safety of Life
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Distress!

How it works for all 
vessels!

What could hinder this 
U.N. Recognized service



Prevention is better than 
cure!

Maritime Safety Information
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What is Maritime Safety Information (MSI)

SOLAS Chapter IV Regulation 7 ensures all 
vessels must have means to receive Maritime 
Safety Information.

Only IMO Certified authorities can broadcast 
MSI through the Inmarsat SafetyNET (II) 
system.

Automatic reception onboard all vessels – Free

Three Priorities – Safety – Urgency – Distress

NAV/METAREA
Circular
Rectangular
Coastal

Essential for Safety of Navigation and SAR 
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All SOLAS vessels MUST be capable of 
receiving Maritime Safety Information for 
Safety of Navigation!

Average 1000 messages broadcast each 
day:

• Navigational Warnings

• Meteorological forecast and warnings

• Distress Alert Relays

• Piracy and Armed Robbery sitrep and 
warnings

BROADCAST CENTRE WAS 

11NM OFFSHORE.

MISSING CREW WERE SAVED



Safety of Navigation
June 2025
>400 Safety Messages broadcast around NAVAREA VIII
6 Shore to Ship DISTRESS broadcasts 

Distress Alerts
799 Distress Alerts (6-year average)

Maritime Safety

8% 41%20%      31%                            

› Shore to Ship DISTRESS BROADCAST

› 2025

› DISTRESS ALERTS 2024
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Distress
2024



What does the Safety Team 
do?
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What do we do?


